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ADJOURNMENT— Page. 

Motion for 127 
Business must intervene between motions to adjourn 127 
Business must intervene between motions to recess 127 
Held that speaking is "business". 127 

A M E N D M E N T S -
GENERAL. 

Proposed amendments agreed to only by the House 128 
An amendment may be similar to one lost, yet so different 

that it is in order 128 
Is an amendment covering the same matter embodied in 

an amendment previously tabled in order? 128 
Can an amendment be considered when it covers matter 

previously passed upon? 129 
An amendment lost on a second reading of a bill is in order 

on a third reading 129 
Because the House has adopted an amendment is no reason 

why it should not consider another one embodying the 
same matter 129 

Because an amendment was ruled out of order at a certain 
stage of the proceedings is no reason why it might not 
be in order at another time 130 

If an amendment is lost or tabled, another one of the same 
import is not in order on the same reading or stage of 
the bill 130 

An amendment is not in order if a former amendment con-
taining the same matter has been tabled 130 

An amendment to strike out matter previously inserted in 
a bill at the same reading is not in order unless recon-
sideration is ordered 130 

It is not necessary to correct a typographical error in a 
printed bill if the original bill is correct 131 

Not in order to offer an amendment to the caption of a 
bil l unt i l all a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e b o d y of t h e bill h a v e 
been considered and disposed of 131 

Though an amendment should be voted down, it would be 
in order on a subsequent reading of the bill 131 

GERMANE. 
Scope of germaneness narrowed by Rules of House and 

Constitution 132 
General discussion 132 
To a bill amending a general law in several particulars an 

amendment providing for the repeal of the whole law 
was held to be germane 132 

APPROPRIATIONS— 
House may by amendments attach conditions to an appro-

priation 133 
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Congressional precedents 133-134 

ADVERSE REPORT. 
An adverse committee report on a bill does not prevent the 

consideration of a similar bill 134 
ADVERSE ACTION IN THE SENATE. 

Consideration of bills by the House that have been defeated 
in the Senate 135 

Held that a bill defeated in the Senate could be considered 
in the House 135 

CONSIDERATION OF. 
After the House had appointed a committee to notify the 

Senate and the Governor that its labors had been com-
pleted and that it was ready to adjourn, the considera-
tion of a free conference committee report was not in 
order 136 

House cannot act on a resolution or a bill which has been 
transmitted to the Senate without recalling the same. . 136 

Bill relating to the assessment of property held not to 
violate the constitutional provision requiring revenue 
bills to originate in the House 136 

Relating to rule which requires that Senate bills be passed 
to a third reading seventy-two hours before the final 
adjournment of the session 136 

GENERAL. 
Senate bill granting Collis P. Huntington the right to use 

certain streets, wharves and alleys of Galveston held to 
be a general bill 137 

Bills to validate titles in Carson, Dallam and Hutchinson 
counties held to be a general bill 137 

Bill extending time for payment on school lands to citizens 
of Fort Bend, Waller and Harris counties held to be a 
general bill. 138 

Bill relating to Confederate Home at Austin is a general 
bill 138 

Bil l re la t ing t o t h e sale of publ ic l a n d on i s l ands n o t loca l . . 138 
An act to amend the general game (fish) law is not a local 

bill 138 
Bill to create a new county held not to be a local b i l l . . . . 139 
Bill creating a District Court out of parts of two or more 

counties not local 139 
Fee bill applying to counties of more than 80,000 not local 140 
A bill to amend an act to apportion the State in congres-

sional districts is not a local bill 140 
The House may by unanimous consent consider a general 

bill on local bill day 140 
Bills relating to judicial districts general 140 
A bill reorganizing one or more judicial districts is not a 

local bill 140 
A general bill cannot by amendment be changed to a local 

bill 141 
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PRINTING OF. 

Practice with reference to 141 
General bills must be printed 141 
No bill can be considered unless it has been printed and 

laid upon the desks of the members, unless the House 
has specifically ordered otherwise 141 

No bill can be considered unless it has been printed and 
laid on the desks of the members 141 

A bill must be printed and laid on the desks of the mem-
bers before it can be considered 142 

A bill which has been reported adversely must be ordered 
printed, printed and laid upon the desks of the members 
before it can be considered 142 

READING OF. 
By caption and in full 142 
No bill can be read more than once on the same day unless 

it contains the emergency clause 143 
RECALLING. 

From Governor 143 
From the Senate 144 
Held that a bill must be recalled from the Senate before 

a motion to reconsider it is considered 144 
RECOMMITTING OF. 

Not in order to recommit a bill reported adversely with 
no minority report 144 

RESCINDING VOTE DEFEATING THEM. 
Held out of order resolution to rescind vote by which en-

acting clause was stricken out 144 
A bill having been defeated, and a motion to reconsider the 

vote by which it was defeated being laid on the table, a 
motion to rescind the vote by which the House tabled 
the motion to reconsider is not in order 145-146 

SUBSTITUTES. 
Held that a substitute for a whole bill could not be offered 146 
P r o p e r w a y t o s u b s t i t u t e a bill 146 

VETOED. 
Constitutional provisions 147 
Only requires a two-thirds majority of those present to 

pass bill over the veto of the Governor 147 
Cannot amend a bill after being vetoed 148 
Held that the substance of a bill which failed to pass over 

the Governor's veto cannot be offered as an amendment 
to a subsequent bill 148 

C 

CALENDAR OF THE DAY 148 
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COMMITTEES— Page. 
CONFERENCE. 

Power of a conference committee with reference to incor-
porating new matter in its report 149 

In order to instruct House conferees 150 
POWERS O F 150 

REPORTS O F . 
Adverse report of a committee does not kill a resolution. . 150 
Committee reports are purely advisory 150 
Bill cannot be considered when not reported from a com-

mittee 150 
A bill reported adversely with no minority report cannot 

be considered by the House 151 
I N VACATION. 

General discussion 151 
Precedents 152-153 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE. 
A bill having been considered in the Committee of the 

Whole House in part, it would not be in order to resume 
consideration in the House until after final report of the 
Committee of the Whole House had been made 153 

Held that a resolution carrying an appropriation could 
be considered without referring it to the Committee of 
the Whole 154 

Held not necessary for bill carrying an appropriation to be 
considered in the Committee of the Whole House 154 

D 

DECORUM AND DEBATE— 
General discussion 154-155 
When a motion is made to table a proposition, the mover of 

the proposition or the member reporting it from a com-
mittee has the right to close the debate 155 

While under the previous question, the mover has the right 
to close the debate, he cannot speak after the vote has 
been t a k e n and when the chair is about to announce the 
vote 156 

DILATORY MOTIONS— 
A motion to adjourn held not to be dilatory 156 
Yeas and nays—demand for, a constitutional right and not 

dilatory 156 

E 
E X P E N S E -

CONTINGENT. 
A motion to purchase a portrait of a Texas pioneer and pay 

for it out of the contingent expense fund held in order. . 157 
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EMPLOYES— Page. 
A resolution to employ stenographers, etc., on January 21st, 

having been voted down, held that a resolution offered at a 
later aate for the same purpose was entirely different. . . . 157 

ENACTING CLAUSE— 
Motion to strike out the enacting clause takes precedence of 

all other amendments 158 
If the enacting clause appears in the original copy of the bill 

as filed, its omission from the printed bill is immaterial... 158 
Held that an original bill must have an enacting clause 158 

J 
J U D G E S -

DISTRICT. 
Leave of absence granted district judges within the power 

of the House 158 
i 

0 

ORDERS OF THE HOUSE— 
The House can instruct a committee at any time 159 
The House can instruct a committee 159 

P 
PERSONAL INTEREST— 

Of member in legislation 159 

PREVIOUS QUESTION— 
By consent or by agreement, an amendment may be offered 

after the previous question has been ordered 160 
Previous question must be confined to motions actually be-

fore the House 160 
Cannot adjourn under the previous question 160 
The House having ordered the consideration of the appropri-

ation bill by departments, the previous question could not 
be ordered on the engrossment of the bill without rescind-
ing the order or completing the consideration of the bill 161 

The fact that there has not been a free and full discussion 
of a matter does not prevent the asking of the previous 
question 161 

No motion is in order while the House is operating under 
the previous question except a motion for the reconsidera-
tion of the vote by which the previous question was 
ordered 161 

R 
RECESS— 

A recess cannot be had when a quorum is not present 161 
The House having recessed does not displace the business of 

the day; nor does it require the consideration of postponed 
or special orders set for the calendar day to which the 
House recessed 162 
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RECONSIDERATION— Page. 
General discussion 162-163 
A bill may be taken up and considered on final passage not-

withstanding a motion to reconsider has been put on the 
Journal and not acted upon 163 

Notice to call up a motion to reconsider must be given as 
required by the rule 164 

The ordering of the main question can be reconsidered 164 
The motion to reconsider and table when carried is a final 

disposition of the matter 164 
Case where a point of order on a motion to reconsider came 

too late. . 165 
Member must have voted with the prevailing side or he can-

not move reconsideration 165 
During the last three days of the session all motions to re-

consider must be disposed of when made 165 
The House having fixed the number of clerks a resolution to 

appoint five additional clerks is not in effect a reconsider-
ation of the original resolution 166 

The previous question will not apply to a motion to recon-
sider and table 166 

When a motion to reconsider is put and carried, the proposi-
tion which is reconsidered becomes the pending business.. 166 

The fact that when a Senate bill finally passes the House, 
after having been amended by the House, and that a 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill finally 
passed was laid on the table, does not stop the House from 
receding from its amendments to the bill 167 

To make a motion to reconsider, one must have voted with 
the prevailing side 167 

Not in order under previous question 167 
It is not in order to amend a motion to reconsider 167 
A motion to reconsider must be made within the time pre-

scribed by the rules 167 
One day's notice must be given before a motion to reconsider 

which has been spread on the Journal can be called up . . . 168 

RESOLUTIONS-
GENERAL. 

Because a resolution or bill is similar to any other bill or 
resolution pending does not prevent its consideration... 168 

House cannot by simple resolution rescind its acts in adopt-
ing a concurrent resolution 168 

Resolutions can only be considered during the time set 
apart for their consideration 169 

Rules may be suspended for the consideration of a resolu-
tion 169 

In order to request the Senate to return a resolution 169 
Twenty-minute rule does not apply to resolutions which go 

over to the next legislative day as unfinished business. . 169 
A resolution having been read once under a suspension of 

the rules, it is within the province of the House to have 
it read a second time 169 
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GENERAL. 
A resolution may be withdrawn at the pleasure of the 

author 170 
A resolution expressing thanks for courtesies shown the 

members of the House is in order regardless of ths fact 
that many members did not participate in the courtesies 170 

A resolution offered by unanimous consent must be read 
first time ^ 170 

Resolution covering the same matter as one previously 
voted down is not in order 171 

Resolution requesting the Attorney General to do certain 
things iri order 171 

T I M E FOR CONSIDERATION O F . 
Instance where it was held that resolutions could not be 

taken from the Speaker's table except during hour set 
apart for consideration of resolutions 171 

RESOLUTIONS NOT IN ORDER. 
A resolution containing an undue reflection on the House 

not in order 171 
Resolution to appoint a committee to secure information 

as to the benefits to be derived by the people by reason 
of the defeat of certain legislation held not in ordfer.. . . 172 

PRIVILEGED. 
A resolution fixing the date of sine die adjournment privi-

leged 172 
A resolution setting ap&rt days on which the House shall 

accept the invitation of the Cattle Raisers' Association 
to be the guests of Fort Worth, was held to be a privi-
leged resolution 172 

Held that the resolution providing for the temporary ad-
journment of the Legislature is privileged 173 

A resolution relating to a special message of the Governor 
and providing for the return of the message to the Gov-
ernor with the compliments of the House, was held to be 
a privileged resolution 173 

REVENUE BILLS— 
Speaker refuses to accept from the Senate a revenue or tax-

ing bill 173 
Held that the bill creating a fund to pay the State Highway 

Engineer by charging a license fee for the registration of 
motor vehicles is not a revenue measure of such a charac-
ter as to prevent its originating in the Senate 173 

.REGULAR O R D E R -
SUSPENSION O F . 
' The fact that the House has refused to suspend the regular 

order does not prevent the making of other motions to 
suspend the regular order of business 174 
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SUSPENSION OF. 
Held that a member is entitled to make only one motion 

to suspend the regular order until each member desiring 
to make such a motion has had an opportunity to so do. 174 

An extension of time for the consideration of resolutions is 
not a suspension of the regular order 174 

R U L E S -
AMENDING T H E . 

Resolution relating to the filing of resolutions held an 
amendment to the rules 175 

A resolution covering a subject already embraced in the 
rules or orders of the House is not in order 175 

Resolution setting apart Friday of each week to consider 
revenue-raising bills an amendment to the rules 175 

Invitation to a person to address House not an amendment 
to the rules 175 

Amendment to the rules must be referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules 176 

COMMITTEE ON. 
I t is within'the province of the Committee on Rules to pro-

pose a resolution to the House for its consideration. . . . 176 
Held that a motion to suspend a rule of the House does not 

of necessity go to the Committee on Rules without de-
bate 176 

SUSPENSION OF CONSTITUTIONAL R U L E . 
Does not require four-fifths of all the members elected to 

the House to suspend the constitutional rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days , . 177 

The rules having been suspended to take up a bill, it must 
be disposed of before another bill can be taken up 177 

To suspend the constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days requires vote of four-fifths of 
the members present, a quorum being present 178 

S 
S E N A T E B I L L D A Y — 

Only Senate bills can be considered on those dates . 178 
Senate bills have right of way on Senate bill day 178 

SPEAKER— 
May vote when 179 
Challenge of Speaker's right to vote overruled 179 

SPECIAL ORDERS— 
A special order having been made and undisposed of pre-

cludes the making of another special order until that one 
is disposed of 179 

Special orders have the right of way 179 
Held that House bills pending on special orders cannot be 

considered on Senate bill day unless all Senate bills have 
been disposed of 180 
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SPECIAL ORDERS—Continued. Page. 
Platform recommendation can be made special order 180 
Bill, resolution or other measure may be set as a special 

order for the same day on which the motion is made 180 

SUBJECTS OF LEGISLATION (CALLED SESSIONS)— 
When the Legislature shall be convened in special session, 

there shall be no legislation upon subjects other than those 
designated in the proclamation of the Governor calling such 
session, or presented to them by the Governor; and no such 
session shall be of longer duration than thirty days 181 

General discussion of 181-182-183 
Legislature is without authority to propose amendments to 

the Constitution at a special session . 183 

Q 
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE— 

A member cannot abuse the Speaker under a plea of per-
sonal privilege 183 

The House has the right to arraign the author of a news-
paper article reflecting unjustly on the membership 184 

QUORUM— 
Can only adjourn from day to day with less than a quorum 184 
When there is less than a quorum present, it is in order for 

the House to take the necessary steps to compel the attend-
ance of the absent members 184 

V 
VOTING— 

The Speaker is not required to vote except where his vote 
would be decisive. But a member called temporarily to 
the chair may vote 185 

V O T E -

VERIFICATION OF. 
General discussion 185 
After the vote is announced and a verification of the vote 

is pending it is too late for a member to vote 185 
Verification in order only when there is a probability of 

the result of the vote being changed by such verification 186 


